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is evoked  by the  synthesis of parts  rather than
explicitly set forth in an " argument."

It is the distinction of the Imagists to have brought
English poetry once more into vital contact with
the literature of other countries. French influence
on the " Decadents" had meagrely survived the
nineties, which never reached the heart of the
Gallic mystery. The new school approached later
French poetry with a better understanding, and
temporarily changed the course of English poetry
by their studies. But they owed much in form and
imagery to Oriental influences also. Some of the
best Imagist poems are pieces of less than half a
dozen lines, not so much epigrammatic (though
classical influence often enters) as pictorial and
impressionistic, modelled upon the Japanese tanka
or the hokku. The tonka consisted of 31 syllables in
5 lines (57577) ; the hokku had 17 syllables in 3 lines

(575)-
" The most famous hokku that Basho wrote might

be literally translated thus : c An old pond / And
the sound of a frog leaping / Into the water/ The
poem has three meanings. First, it is a statement
of fact. Second, it is an emotion deduced from
that. Third, it is a sort of spiritual allegory"
(J. G. Fletcher, Preface to Japanese Prints). Since
the Japanese words had more than one meaning,
such poems drew their complexity from " a sort of
serious punning." It was difficult to obtain the
same effect in English ; hence Imagist imitations
of Japanese forms were less densely suggestive,
frequently dropping the allegory altogether. The